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Mr Chairman,

My delegation fully supports the statement made on behalf of the European Union. I will
therefore limit myself to make some complementary remarks.

Belgium reaffirms its unconditional support for the Cairo Programme of Action until and
beyond the anniversary date in 2014, with special attention in the areas of social
development,  education,  sexual  and  reproductive  rights,  family planning,  and
improvement of women's empowerment. Belgium also looks forward to participating in
the ECOSOC Annual ministerial review focusing on employment, productive capacity
and decent work. These areas are of special interest for the younger generations since
they directly address the objectives of a more sustainable and equitable socio-economic
development and are therefore also essential for poverty eradication, for both the current
and future generations.

For the past few years, at the national level Belgian efforts have been focused on the
development of a more integrated approach of policy towards youth and adolescents.
The new approach implies an increased participation of youth and adolescents in the
development of youth policies at all levels of governance. As such, at their own initiative
or upon request, the Flemish Youth Council, the Youth Council of the French
Community and the Council of the German-Speaking Youth can now give advice to the
competent authorities in the development on youth policies.

The world today counts 1.8 billion adolescents and youth. According to the latest UN
previsions in most regions of the world, this number is likely to further increase slightly
until 2060 to stabilize or decline thereafter. There is however one big exception, namely
Sub-Saharan Africa. In these countries the number 10-24 year olds is likely to double by
2060 and nearly triple by 2100. The reasons are the still very high fertility levels in these
countries, in many of more than 5 children per woman. The growth in the numbers of
adolescents and youth can be expected to have serious social and economic implications.
Clearly, the Sub-Saharan African region merits a special attention in the implementation
of the ICPD Programme of Action.

For Belgium, education is a priority area for addressing population and development
challenges. Education is important in giving young people a better chance for a bright
future; but education is equally paramount to increasing awareness of sexual and
reproductive rights, and to increasing their knowledge about family planning. An
important part of the Belgian development cooperation focuses on the building of schools
and on financing education programmes. Belgium is especially active in this respect in
African countries. A large part of the Belgian development cooperation is focused on
achieving Millenium Development Goal 2: universal primary education by 2015.



Special attention is also given to the empowerment of girls and women and to the
problems of sexual or gender based violence. In spite of the efforts by the civil society
and many national authorities female genital mutilation is still very much widespread in
many countries. Moreover, very often -- too often --, gifts and women continue to be

the main victims of violence in times of conflict and war. Also, young people, boys and
girls alike, are often forced to join rebel armies; they are drugged, traumatized and
marked for their life.

However, Mr. Chairman, let me conclude this statement with a note of optimism. The
UNFPA report shows that many young people wish to take up their destiny, change the
horizon to the best of their abilities, as we witnessed firsthand in the session of this
morning. The commitment and determination of the young speakers we heard are a true
lesson that should inspire us. Let us share the optimism of young people by joining them
in their actions, and by taking advantage of their creative and positive outlook, let us
contribute to a real improvement of the well-being of all.

Mr. Chairman, I thank you for your attention.


